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[Aside] The deep-revolving, witty Buckingham

No more shall be the neighbour to my counsels.

Hath he so long held out with me, untir’d,

And stops he now for breath! Well, be it so. (4,2,42-5)
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Come hither, Catesby. Rumour it abroad

That Anne my wife is very grievous sick;

I will take order for her keeping close.

Enquire me out some mean poor gentleman,

Whom I will marry straight to Clarence’ daughter —

The boy is foolish, and I fear not him.

Look how thou dream’st! I say again, give out

That Anne, my Queen, is sick and like to die.

About it, for it stands me much upon

To stop all hopes whose growth may damage me. (4,2,50-9)
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I must be married to my brother’s daughter,



Or else my kingdom stands on brittle glass.

Murder her brothers, and then marry her —

Uncertain way of gain! But I am in

So far in blood that sin will pluck on sin;

Tear-falling pity dwells not in this eye. (4,2,60-5)
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The tyrannous and bloody act is done;

The most arch deed of pitious massacre



That ever yet this land was guilty of.

Dighton and Forrest, who I did suborn

To do this piece of ruthless butchery —

Albeit they were flesh’d villains, bloody dogs —

Melted with tenderness and mild compassion,

Wept like two children, in their deaths’ sad story.

‘O thus’, quoth Dighton, ‘lay the gentle babes’;

“Thus, thus’, quoth Forrest, ‘girdling one another

Within their alabaster innocent arms;

Their lips were four red roses on a stalk,

And in their summer beauty kiss’d each other.

A book of prayers on their pillow lay,

Which once’, quoth Forrest, ‘almost chang’d my mind.

But O, the Devil—‘There the villain stopp’d

When Dighton thus told on:‘We smothered

The most replenished sweet work of Nature,

That from the prime creation e’er she fram’d.’

Hence both are gone with conscience and remorse

They could not speak, and so I left them both

To bear this tidings to the bloody King; (4,3,1-22)
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