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'This study compares the structure and determinants of other-directed consumption in the Tokyo and Nagoya
areas. “Other-directed consumption” refers to consumer practices, as typified by Thorstein Veblen's “conspicuous
consumption.” It presupposes the existence of others and is intended to distinguish the purchasers from others,
to identify them with others, or to demonstrate superiority or equivalence to others. Multigroup Confirmatory
Factor Analysis and Structural Equation Modeling were applied to the data from 1,666 cases (1,228 in Tokyo
and 438 in Nagoya) obtained from social surveys conducted in October and November of 2021. Results showed
no statistical differences in the factor structure or factor means of other-directed consumption between the two
areas. Contrary to popular belief, no regional or cultural differences were found. Regardless of region, age had a
significant negative effect on all other-directed consumption factors. Moreover, men were more likely to engage
in conspicuous consumption, whereas women were more likely to follow fashion. The only regional difference

was the effect of household income, which encouraged conspicuous consumption in the Nagoya area.
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